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October 2025  

REPORT ON OFFICIAL OPENING OF DTAS 2025 SPRING EXHIBITION 

At least 50+ people attended the official opening of the Spring Exhibition on Sunday 28th.. 

Geoff opened the meeting welcoming all including Dierdre Diamante the Mayor of Manningham 

and Councillor Anna Chen. 

Geoff thanked the DTAS Committee and volunteers for the advertising, setting up of exhibition, 

manning the viewing times and providing light eats and refreshments for afternoon tea. 

Geoff then invited Dierdre to open the exhibition. Dierdre stressed the importance of community 

organisations like DTAS and commended the artists on their work. 

This was followed by a briefing by our Exhibition judge Carrolyn Lewallen who explained the 

reasoning behind her selections.and the awarding of prizes. . 

See the body of the newsletter for the results and the comments on the major works. Note also 

that the Spring Exhibition has been extended to Wed 8th October. Come along and see this 

excellent show of works by DTAS members. 

Featured Artist of the Month 

• John Orlando Birt’s Class will display for month of Nov. 

• Ann Tamm will display her children’s work in Dec. 

CURRENT ART SHOWS 

• DTAS ART SHOW. Spring Art Show is  extended to Wed 8th Oct.  

DTAS Workshops 

Congratulations to Pam Ziedas for being successful in gaining a grant from Manningham council 

to support our workshops. The following 12 workshops have been schedule. There are a couple of 

dates yet to be firmed up. Caroline Lewallen was the Judge at the Spring Exhibition. Any one who 

was at the presentation would have seen examples of her work. Her tonallity is exceptional. 

• October 26th Caroline Lewallen- Pastel   -    looking for more participants 
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• November 16th Julian Bruere- Watercolour - Workshop Full 

• December 7th Cathy Van Ee-Pastel – looking for more participants 

• January 25th) Thelma Cardwell – Pastel or Oil 

• February 15/22? Annee Kelly- Watercolour 

• March 15th  Ev Hales-Watercolour 

• April 18th  Deb Gidley – Mixed Media 

• May  24th   Linda Finch- Pastel 

• June 21st  John Orlando Birt - Watercolour 

• July 19th   Ellen Jenkins – Clay Modelling 

Workshops are proudly supported by Manningham Council’s Community Grants Program  

 

To see the flyers click on link   https://doncastertemplestoweartistssociety.org.au/?page_id=36 

Spring Exhibition – Prize winners and commended works 
Caroline Lewallen gave a very detailed description of her reasons for the awards and was kind 

enough to send her notes. 

Best in Show - Dianne Toone - 

#86 ‘Numero 2 Quinces’ 

Congratulations Dianne! It looks 

like you have really enjoyed 

creating this painting. The 

composition (as well as the use of 

colour) makes this an appealing, 

contemporary painting, which I 

noticed from across the room. It is 

not an easy task, to make the 

square format work, but you 

really have. There is an unusual 

sense of energy spilling down from 

the top of the canvas. The 

branches and leaves create a 

bridge for our eyes to move in-

between the two lots of quinces. It 

is certainly chromatic as the orange 

of the flowers sits alongside the 

vibrant green and the yellow/ 

green of the quinces; being 

contained by the white plate. I 

complement you on your clean colours and brush work which is fresh and lively. A terrific painting!! 

Sponsored by Seniors Art 
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Best Oil Painting - Jan Wheeler #93 
‘Looking Forward’ 

Best Pastel Painting - Patricia Galli #31 ‘Drawn to the 
Sea’ 

 

 
This is a very sensitive portrait which is 
beautifully painted. The use of a limited 
palette (orange/blue-grey) makes this an 
uncomplicated statement. The title suggests 
an optimism in the sitter which is also 
communicated in the colour palette chosen. 
Along with the all important likeness, there is 
a convincing fullness and roundness achieved 
by the competent use of value, edges and 
sound drawing. Congratulations Jan. 

 

This is a painting that draws the viewer in from afar. The dark 
foliage either side of the path guides the eye through the painting 
to the waters edge. There is something very comforting and 
familiar about this subject matter and hence a sense of serenity. 
Even the seagulls are undisturbed as they enjoy foraging around 
on the sand. Patricia uses colour with confidence (notice the 
vibrancy of the blue used in the foreground) and a similar 
confidence is evident through her handling of the pastel medium 
and the marks made, which keep the scene textured and lively. 

 

 

 Best Watercolour Painting - Pam Tainsh #81 ‘Cricketers Greythorn Park  

Pam has really explored some of the 

different textures that can be created with 

watercolour. Although in the back ground, 

my eyes kept going back to the trees as 

there are so many beautiful, colours used as 

the paint melts and mixes on the paper. 

There is risk with this subject that it becomes 

a painting of two halves, but Pam has used 

the figures and a gentle band of light (on the 

grass) to connect the foreground to the mid 

ground. The figures in the mid ground add to 

the linea perspective, to give some depth to 

the painting. I can hear the cheers, I hope you can too. 
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Best Mixed Media - Ann Tamm #83 ‘Gang-gangs Christmas’ (Coloured Pencils)  

 

The brave composition really communicates the character of 

cockatoos that we are familiar with. I found I forgot what I was 

looking at as I enjoyed the twists and turns of the subject matter, 

my eyes drinking in the texture of the feathers. The strong 

diagonal is alluring from afar but then as the viewer draws closer 

the delicate pencil work is revealed, as is the subtle suggestions 

of colour in the feathers (orange, blue). There is a clever 2 

dimensional even ‘print’ quality to this work that I am sure many 

people will find very appealing. Beautifully framed too. 

 

 

 

Best Acrylic Painting - Paul Ramcharan #70 ‘Uluru at Dawn’  

There is such a lot of work in this 

acrylic painting of an iconic 

Australian scene. There is a real 

drama to this depiction of Uluru 

due to the clever sense of light 

created by dark shapes sitting 

next to the lighter chromatic 

oranges. I commend Paul on his 

use of the textured foreground 

with tall foliage to give a real 

sense of perspective. I enjoy how 

the foliage breaks the horizon line into the rock to connect the plains within the painting. I might 

suggest the sky could be worked a little further. We’ll done!  

 

Highly Commended Pastel - Dianne 
Toone #87 ‘Anita’ 

Highly Commended Mixed Media - Akshay 
Wadegaonnkar $106 ‘Just Another European Street’ 
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Highly Commended Water Colour - Christine 
Hermans #44 Hanging Rock 

Highly Commended Water Colour - Patricia 
Galli #32 ‘The Land that Calms Me’  

  
Highly Commended Oil - Wendy Harpham 
#41 ‘Apples’ 

Commended Watercolour -Christine 
Donaldson #28 ‘The Dordogne River’ 
 

  
Commended Acrylic - #26 Frances Devine ’Out with 
the Old, in with the New’ 
 

Commended Pastel - Dawne Paus #65 
‘Landscape’ 
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Commended Oil - Pam Ziedas – Max 
 

Com-Mixed Media, Pencil-Ann Tamm-
"Meet for the first time" 

 
 

Dierdre Diamante the Mayor of Manningham and 
Councillor Anna Chen with President Geoff Clift 

Caroline Lewallan highlighting 
features on Pam Tainsh’s work 
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Sponsors 
DTAS would like to thank the following suppliers for their generous support. 

  

           

 

Seniors Art Supplies  https://seniorart.com.au/ 1800 983 400 

Zart - Box Hill https://www.zartart.com.au/ (03) 9890 1867 

Bunnings Doncaster  659 Doncaster Rd, Doncaster   

Victorian Art Supplies 

Eltham https://vicartsupplies.com.au/ (03) 9439 8798 

 

 

 

 



8 

                     


