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July 2025  

Presidents Report 

1 A very successful portrait workshop with Ben Windspear last week.  19 budding portrait painters 

attended. Excellent tutoring by Ben. 

2 A very extensive clean out of the Store Room occurred last Monday.  Many thanks to the ladies 

who assisted and also Pam's husband who provided the muscle required. 

3 September exhibition coming up so start preparing your enteries. 

Geoffrey Clift 

Featured Artist of the Month 

• Angela Wharton               24th June – 5th  August 

• Various Self Help people – 6 th Aug – 16 th Sept 

• John Orlando Birt’s Class will display for month of Nov. 

• Ann Tamm will display her children’s work in Dec. 
 

CURRENT ART SHOWS 

• 73rd BOX HILL ART GROUP Annual Exhibition & Art Sale. 11th-13th July. at Box Hill 

Lower Town Hall. The opening & award presentations on Friday 11th at 7.30pm. Exhibition 

open Sat 12th 10am -5pm and Sunday 13th 10am-4pm 

• 60th CAMBERWELL ART SHOW. Sat 28th June to Sunday 6th August. At Swinburne 

University, Hawthorn. 427-451 Burwood Rd, Hawthorn 

• DTAS ART SHOW. Spring Art Show is 21st Sept - 4th Oct. Applications in 6th Sept - 

Paintings in Fri 19th -Starts Sunday 21st 

Workshop - Ben Winspear Sun 22nd June 
As Geoff said in his report there was a very succesful workshop. We were very lucky to have two 

sitters with very different skin tones and facial features. 

Ben explained the necesity to have plan out your work and make sure it would fit on your canvas, 

notebook or sketch pad. He suggested defining the top and the bottom of the face and then 

measuring the other features on the outside of the face and only then moving into the inner 

features. He explained the techniques of using your pencil to measuring the distant feature and 

transcribe it to the canvas or paper. He was very attentive and gave advice on individual works.  

Ben also discussed palettes and recommend the Zorn palette. The Zorn palette refers to a palette 

of colours attributed to the great Swedish artist Anders Zorn (18 February 1860 – 22 August 

1920). It consists of just 4 colours yellow ochre, ivory black,vermilion, and titanium white. 

Cadmium red light is commonly used in place of vermilion by modern-day artists.  
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Whilst this may seem like an extremely limited range of colours, Zorn demonstrated through his 

paintings just what is possible with such a limited palette. The palette can be used with oils, 

acrylics and watercolours. There was a detailed article on Zorn in the DTAS newsletter Oct 2022:  

https://doncastertemplestoweartistssociety.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/DTAS-News-2022-10.pdf 

Angela Wharton – Artist of the Month – 24th June – 5th August  

  

  

15 works on display, all in watercolours, image size varying from 1/8, 1/4 and half sheets. 
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Spotlight on John Singer Sargent     Chris Wharton 

The portrait workshop is a perfect excuse to revisit the work of John Singer Sargent who is a 

favorite to many at the workshop. I have uncovered some new videos that include works from a 

mural that he worked on and also a video from an art forger on painting in the style of John Singer 

Sargent. 

A) John Singer Sargent, Drawings  Gammell Lack Institute 
John Singer Sargent without doubt is one of the most popular and accomplished artists of any 

generation. His skills with the brush and paint are exemplary but behind that obvious fact is his 

ability to simply Draw well. His draughtsmanship was nurtured and he worked very hard to be at 

the top of his game, but never wavered in planning carefully any project before him. We are 

looking into that aspect of his life's work. 

Over 500 prortraits / Art of drawing / One needs to be curious / Oyster gatherers / The prophet 

series  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwjCvwRkgJs 

Below are some extracts from the video link above. 
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B) John Singer Sargent's Watercolours: Tour of Dulwich Gallery Exhibition 

Follow Lachlan Goudie ROI, renowned artist and judge of BBC One's The Big Painting Challenge, 

on a walk-through tour of Dulwich Picture Gallery's new exhibition of John Singer Sargent's 

watercolours. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUi43j4uJ4w 

C) Smithsonian Museum Magazine  

John Singer Sargent ‘Abhorred’ Making His Lavish Portraits, So He Took Up Charcoal to Get the 

Job Done. Sargent made his portraits in charcoal—a medium that allowed completion in less than 

three hours rather than the weeks it took for his full-length oils. 

 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/john-singer-sargent-abhorred-making-

his-lavish-portraits-so-he-took-charcoal-get-job-done-180974360/ 
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D) John Singer Sargent: Portraits in Charcoal 

Exhibition at Smithsonian February 28, 2020 - March 13, 2020 

In 1907, at the height of his success as a portraitist, John Singer Sargent (1856–1925) astonished 

the transatlantic art world when he stopped painting portraits in oil. Afterwards, he switched to 

charcoal, producing several hundred portraits of individuals recognized for their accomplishments 

in fields such as art, music, literature and theater. “John Singer Sargent: Portraits in Charcoal” will 

be the first exhibition of Sargent’s portrait drawings in over fifty years. This once-in-a-lifetime 

assemblage of master drawings—many of them from private collections and rarely exhibited—

features compelling depictions of an international network of trailblazing men and women who 

helped define twentieth-century Anglo-American culture.  

Link has 16 examples of his charcoal portraits and a video 

 

https://npg.si.edu/exhibition/john-singer-sargent-portraits-charcoal    

E) The Forger's Masterclass - Ep.08 - John Singer Sargent 

John Myatt – convicted forger. Humorous. Good comments 

on what defines a face and the gestures that he made 

during his paintings. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPcQRa41hEo 
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Annual Fees are now due: Single $50, Family $65. See form below. Reminder fees are due 

and membership cards no longer posted but to be picked up in gallery in box where name labels 

are kept.  

 

 

Annual Fees are now due: Single $50, Family $65 

Commonwealth Bank BSB 063494     Account No.  10037684     

Electronic makes the treasurer’s job easier.       

Payment is now also available by Direct Debit or EFTPOS/Credit Card Direct Credit – Doncaster 

Templestowe Artists Society Inc 

 

New Members please include name in reference details. 

EFTPOS or Credit Card – payment can be made at the Gallery on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays or Thursdays after 1:00 pm or by phone (0438 450 519). 

Please send new details to Pam Ziedas      s.ziedas1@bigpond.com Name/s   Address:  Phone: 

Mobile: Email 
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