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Introduction to Geoff Clift our new President 

In a brief discussion with Geoff the other day he said that he painted more in oils than with 

watercolour. He enjoyed many styles including portraits and landscapes. He has been influenced 

by the old masters like Monet, Rembrandt and Van Gogh, and Australian Impressionists  Streeton, 

Roberts, McCubbin and Condor. He also admires the work of John Singer Sergeant.  

He has been attending DTAS class for close to 10 years and enjoys the camaraderie of all the 

other painters he meets in class. He has benefitted from tuition from Ben Windspear, Thel 

Cardwell and Faye DePasquale teaching the basics of painting. 

Geoff is a grandfather and enjoys painting family portraits 

Geoff is a retired Air Traffic Controller 

Geoff enjoys running and cycling and red wine & Chess 

Below are a few examples of his works.  

   

Mob 0400 043 313 
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Featured Artist(s) of the Month 

Dianne Foley           1st April to 13th May 

Committee               13th May to 26 th June 

Annual Fees are now due: Single $50, Family $65. Reminder fees are due and membership 

cards no longer posted but to be picked up in gallery in box where name labels are kept. See 

details on page 4. 

Urban Artist – Sketching and Wash Techniques 

Gris is a Berlin-based artist and the link is 

to a talk he did for Jackson Art. It 

discusses his methods and how he works.  

It is full of tips and hints and even hints on 

colour and what he has in his palette. It is 

well worth a view.  his urban sketching 

practice, tips for making the most of your 

painting materials, and how he makes a 

positive out of mistakes in his drawing. He 

says at the start: Painting is like breathing 

to me because I don’t think about it” . . . 

https://www.jacksonsart.com/blog/2025/04/22/artist-insights-gris/ 

VALE 

The Committee and Members of DTAS were 

saddened to hear of the recent passing of 

Merle Haggart a DTAS member since 1994. 

Our thoughts are with her family. 
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Spotlight on War Artists       Chris Wharton 

Anzac Day always reminds me of the contributions Australians have done defending their country. 

From an artistic point of view the war artists have had a major visual impact on the portrayal of the 

horrors and humanity of people at war. My favourite  artist is South Australian Ivor Hele. He was 

Australia's longest serving war artist and completed more commissioned works than any other in 

the history of Australian art. Below are examples of his work and a link to more. 

  

 

More examples:  http://illustrationart.blogspot.com/2005/12/ivor-hele-great-war-illustrator.html 
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Another famous artist is John Singer SargentSargent who commissioned by the British 

Government to contribute the central painting for a Hall of Remembrance for World War One. He 

was given the theme of 'Anglo-American co-operation' but was unable to find suitable subject 

matter and chose this scene instead.

 

John Singer Sargent (American, 1856–1925). Gassed, 1919. Oil on canvas, 23.1 x 61.1 cm. 

Imperial War Museum, London  

https://www.metmuseum.org/blogs/now-at-the-met/2017/john-singer-sargent-world-war-i 

Elva Blacker – War Artist   Antiques Roadshow 

https://artuk.org/discover/artists/blacker-elva-joan-19081984 

War artists were not confined to men. Elva Joan Blacker 1908–1984 was an English painter, 

known for her depictions of Royal Air Force personnel during World War II. Mainly placed at Biggin 

Hill.     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elva_Blacker 

Click here for more examples:       https://artuk.org/discover/artists/blacker-elva-joan-19081984 
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DTAS tutor John Orlando Birt has been painting in oil and watercolour and has work in the 

Canberra War Memorial 

“Crews Repairing Beaufort 

Bomber, New Guinea 1942” 

RAAF Art Heritage Award, 1990. 

Collection of Canberra War 

Memorial. 

He has won the RAAF Art 

Heritage Award in 1991,1994 

and 2002. This is a national 

award for Aviation Art. 
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Annual Fees are now due: Single $50, Family $65 

Commonwealth Bank BSB 063494     Account No.  10037684     

Electronic makes the treasurer’s job easier.       

Payment is now also available by Direct Debit or EFTPOS/Credit Card Direct Credit – Doncaster 

Templestowe Artists Society Inc 

 

New Members please include name in reference details. 

EFTPOS or Credit Card – payment can be made at the Gallery on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays or Thursdays after 1:00 pm or by phone (0438 450 519). 

Please send new details to Pam Ziedas      s.ziedas1@bigpond.com Name/s   Address:  Phone: 

Mobile: Email 
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