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DTAS 2025 AGM – PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

Welcome and good afternoon.  Thank you for attending our AGM for 2025. 

 

We have had a quieter year with fewer workshops in 2024.  Ben Winspear gave us a great one on oil and Kathy 

Lewis a demonstration on brushless painting. 

 

Our Spring Exhibition was another successful one with lots of entries and visitors through the two weeks . 

Congratulations to all our members who received recognition for their work.  A special thank you to our 

committee members and members who helped in this endeavour.  Thank you also to our judge Ben Winspear. 

 

We would like to acknowledge our tutors Shirley Stradford, Thel Cardwell and John Orlando Birt for their classes 

each week . To Ben Winspear who conducts classes for his students at our gallery through the year. And also to 

Laurie Bicknell and Wendy Harpham co-ordinators for our self help groups, it is very much appreciated by our 

members. 

 

I would like to thank our hardworking committee, Glennis Osborne (Secretary) Pam Ziedas (Treasurer) Wendy 

Harpham, Nan Salter, Billie Thorburn, Jeff Byrne , Fay Erwin and Chris Wharton (Web and Newsletter).  And to all 

our members who have supported DTAS through 2024. 

 

Geoff Clift who has taken on the role of President for 2025 and our other committee members are continuing 

this year.  Our directory is at the back of our newsletter. 

 

I would like to thank everyone for your support to me over the past few years. It has made my position as 

President  a rewarding and enjoyable one as we have all  worked as a team to keep our gallery alive. 

 

We look forward to another great year at DTAS in 2025 for friendship and enjoyment of our art which we all 

share. 

 

On a final note, a gentle reminder that membership was due end February, we need all our members to keep 

DTAS running. Details  on page 8 of newsletter. 

 

Thank you, 

Jean Sturrock 

 

Featured Artist(s) of the Month 

Dianne Foley           1st April to 13th May 

Committee               13th May to 26 th June 
 

  

Mob 0400 043 313 



Spotlight on Brett Mon Garling      Brenda Colautti 

Brett Mon Garling is an award-winning sculptor and plein-air landscape artist and the man behind 

the five Hall of fame Sculptures. 

He started sculpting when he was a kid. 

His mother was a painter and a potter and would often follow her around the opal fields of 

Lightning Ridge carving into the soft sandstone with a butter knife.  Brett Garling gained the 

nickname of ‘Monster’, at age five, due to his fascination for anatomy and collecting of bones and 

animal specimens. ‘Monster’ was quickly shortened to ‘Mon’ and the name stuck.Brett is widely 

known as ‘Mon’ to friends and collectors alike.Born in Pambula, Mon’s work is influenced by his 

childhood in rural towns, such as, Lightning Ridge, Narrabri and Dubbo where his love of the bush 

and it’s characters were nurtured.Mon strives to find the presence and character in his subjects, 

breathing life into his work, transforming clay and paint into a vital living form. 

A fascination for the technical aspects of casting his sculptures in bronze led Mon to establish his 

own foundry in conjunction with his art gallery, Garling Gallery in 2004.This allowed him to have a 

permanent collection of both his paintings and sculpture on display.He established the Garling 

Gallery in 2004 along with his own foundry and sculpture gardens to create a permanent exhibition 

space for his work.Located in the village of Wongarbon, near Dubbo, the Garling Gallery is housed 

in a 100 year old restored shopfront and well worth a visit to view the many paintings on display 

and wander through the sculpture garden.Widely regarded as an expert in the field of sculpture 

and casting, Mon is sought after as a speaker on the subject. 

He was awarded a Fellowship in September, 2006, by the Australian Institute of History and Arts 

in recognition of his many years of contribution to the field of Traditional sculpture, thus joining 

other prominent Australians entitled to place the letters F.A.I.H.A. after his name. 

Brett is currently working on portrait sculptures of 10 Australia impressionist painters and the one I 

have seen is brilliant. 

His works can be found on his website https://www.garlinggallery.com.au/paintings 

My 6 favourite paintings are: 

River Bank Light *** 

 



Harvest Gold 

 

Evening Showers. 
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Grand old Lady 

  

Boom Crash Opera 
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Spring in the Valley          

  

He is also a gifted sculptor and more of his works can be seen on his website. 
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Dianne Foley Artist of the Month -     1st April to 13th May 

Most of my pieces have been 

created over the past two years. 

Retirement has provided the 

opportunity to finally apply myself 

to my artwork; career, child 

rearing, travel and a million other 

things having taken precedence 

throughout my working life (I am a 

retired Physiotherapist}.  I had 

always had an interest in fine, 

detailed pen and ink drawing, 

dating back from High School, but 

few chances to further my skills. 

I use my grandfather's steel-

nibbed pen dipped in Indian Ink to 

produce works on a variety of 

themes. I love the challenge of 

inventing new designs and 

patterns to fill each area. To have 

the opportunity to share my work 

with other artists is an extra thrill. 

The works are typically A2 or A3 

in size and framed. 

 

Cassowary 
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Annual Fees are now due: Single $50, Family $65 

Commonwealth Bank BSB 063494     Account No.  10037684     

Electronic makes the treasurer’s job easier.       

Payment is now also available by Direct Debit or EFTPOS/Credit Card Direct Credit – Doncaster 

Templestowe Artists Society Inc 

 

New Members please include name in reference details. 

EFTPOS or Credit Card – payment can be made at the Gallery on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays or Thursdays after 1:00 pm or by phone (0438 450 519). 

Please send new details to Pam Ziedas      s.ziedas1@bigpond.com Name/s   Address:  Phone: 

Mobile: Email 
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