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November 2024        

Presidents Report 
 
Another year has nearly passed and DTAS has welcomed new members  and old through the year.  
Another successful  Spring Exhibition and continuing self help groups and classes.   We hope you are 
enjoying  your painting and making friends along the way. 
 
Membership fees are due from the  end  November  to end of February 2025.  Our committee has 
decided we will not be sending out membership cards next year but will instead leave in gallery for 
members to pick up.  The reason is the cost of postage. 
 
Also our committee has decided that each of self help groups and classes can celebrate (if they want) at 
the end of term , break ups for Christmas. 
 
Our dear Laurie Bicknell has had a stay in hospital recently. We w ish him a speedy recovery from all at 
DTAS. 
 
And lastly I have just been on river cruise on the Mekong in Vietnam and Cambodia.  We had a 
wonderful trip, interesting cultures and hoping for inspirations from my many photos. See photos below 
 
Enjoy your painting.   
 
Jean 
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Featured Artist(s) of the Month 

If you would like to be considered for artist of the month contact Joy Mulrooney 0427 193 839 

The artists of the month will be paintings still on display from the Spring Exhibition. 

 

Spotlight on Drawing (Cont’d)      Chris Wharton 

The Norton Simon Museum has a good web page on the elements of drawing. This can be seen in 

the following link: 

https://www.nortonsimon.org/learn/schools-teachers/the-elements-of-art-a-drawing-guide 

While it discusses some of the works in terms of etching it is all applicable to drawing with a pencil. 

It looks a works by three artists; Rembrandt, Goya and Picaso. 

The darkness of any etched line is dependent on the width of the originally drawn line as well as the 

length of time the plate would have been exposed in the acid bath. The longer the design is 

exposed, the deeper the lines of the design are bitten or etched. Deeper lines will hold more ink and 

print as darker lines. 

The Elements of Art: A Drawing Guide 

Explore different elements of art and techniques of drawing as seen in the Norton Simon Museum's 

collection with artist and teacher Richard Houston. Artists and those just interested in learning more 

about some of their favorite artworks will enjoy these in-depth analyses of prints and drawings from 

the Norton Simon collections, followed by optional prompts with which to hone your own drawing 

skills. 

Some Information on Etching 

The works explored in these guides are all etchings. Etching is a form of printmaking where the 

lines that will hold the ink are bitten into a copper plate. The plate is first coated with an acid 

resistant ground. The design is then drawn into this ground with a finely pointed tool exposing the 

plate. The plate is placed in an acid bath where the exposed design is eaten away by the acid or 

‘etched.’ When the artist is satisfied with the design on the plate, the ground is removed. The plate 

is inked and then carefully wiped, allowing ink to remain in the bitten lines of the plate while the 

surface of the plate is left clean. The plate is then covered with a piece of damp paper and run 

through a printing press at very high pressure, forcing the paper fibers into the inked lines of the 

plate to reproduce the design on the paper. 
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The darkness of any etched line is dependent on the width of the originally drawn line as well as the 

length of time the plate would have been exposed in the acid bath. The longer the design is 

exposed, the deeper the lines of the design are bitten or etched. Deeper lines will hold more ink and 

print as darker lines. 

Rembrandt and Mark Making 

Examine Rembrandt’s mark making and the 

variety of ways in which he uses line in the 

etching Self-Portrait Leaning on a Stone 

Sill.  Click below for a full  discussion 

Explore 

 

 

Goya and Value Studies 

Analyze Goya’s use of value in the 

etching Here Comes the Bogey-Man (Que 

viene el Coco). 

Explore 

 

 

 

Picasso and Contour Drawing 

Examine Picasso’s use of line and contour in 

two etchings from the suite: Defeated 

Minotaur (Minotaur Defeated by Youth in 

Arena) and Sculptor and Model 

Kneeling (Sculptor and Model by a Window, 

with Overturned Sculptured Head). 

Explore 

 

 

A 14 m demonstration by Wim Bals https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SgYwRecj8Q 

Shows a pencil sketch of a famous Rembrandt portrait. 
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