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August 2023         

Presidents Message 

Hi Everyone, 

We have certainly had a very cold July this year. Hope you are keeping warm and painting 
away to exhibit in our Spring Exhibition. 

We would like to give a very special thank you to Pam Ziedas who organised with a submission 
to council for a grant. It was successful and we are now able to hold a number of workshops 
again organised by Pam. First one was Maxine Wade, 

watercolour.  Thank you Maxine for a great one as those that attended would agree. The 
committee is organising a flyer to advertise our Exhibition and looking for donations. Please 
help and put the word out there. 

Also again Chris has asked for any submissions from members as to what painters you like, 
what you like painting eg what media and a painting or two. Would love to see more members 
contributing to our newsletter.  Chris is waiting to hear from you!! 

We send our thoughts to those that are not well especially Joy Mulrooney, hope to see you 
back at the gallery very soon. 

Enjoy your painting, 

Jean 

Featured Artist(s) of the Month 

• Effie Falconer 30th  May – 11 th
 July 

• Glennis Osborne July 11th to August 12 th 

• Portraits group 12th Aug to Spring Exhibition 

Spring Exhibition –16TH September to 1st October 2023 
Each member may enter up to 3 paintings $10.00 per painting. Refer to conditions of entry. 

Entries can now be made on-line as per last year. There is no restriction on size. Let’s make this 

year’s exhibition bigger than last year. You are sent a confirmation of your entry. 

Workshops: 
2. Debora Gidley- Mixed media - Saturday, 19th August 1.30 to 4.30 
3. Linda Finch-      Pastel-               Saturday, 21st October- 1 pm to 5 pm 
4. Julian Bruere - Watercolour-   Sunday, 19th November- 1pm to 5 pm 
5. John Orlando Birt - Charcoal and Graphite - Sunday, 3rd December 1 pm to 5 pm 
6. Ben Winspear - Oils - Saturday, 24th February 2024 1pm to 5 pm  
Contact Pam Ziedas  for more information and to enrol on 0438 450 519 
 

Mob 0400 043 313 
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Spotlight on Reginald Ward Sturgess (1892-1932)       Bev Cawthorn 
 

Born in Newport, Victoria, he lived his short life in the nearby old port town of Williamstown, only a 

few miles from Melbourne. 

His work appeals with its deceptively simple appearance, its warm, limited palette and its 

atmospheric, misty effects.   His works were often spoken of as “poems in paint”.   He worked at 

speed, with little drawing – just a few lines to mark the horizon and the main subject.   He painted 

with a very full brush mainly in translucent colours, to allow the white of the paper to show through 

where needed.   In the early 20’s he worked on a smooth paper, allowing the washes to float onto 

the paper, often with a granulated effect.   Later he used a stronger paper that could withstand 

some “scrubbing out”. 

From 1905 to 1912 he studied at the National Gallery school under Fred McCubbin and Bernard 

Hall, joining at the age of 13.   He won prizes for his work but it wasn’t until 1920 that he sold his 

first work.   While studying at the Gallery his art developed through attending the students’ painting 

camps at Malmsbury and at McCubbins’ old house in Macedon.   He painted every spare 

minute.   Just as well he enjoyed walking, as in his youth, with poverty making it a necessity, he 

walked from Williamstown to Malmsbury (about 100 kms) and back again, and made regular trips 

to the You Yangs to paint.   He later acquired a bicycle! 

He was very successful in his short life, receiving both critical and popular acclaim, with his work 

held in both State and Regional galleries, and was one of the few artists of his time to make a 

good living from his painting.   He suffered with ill health later in his life, and when his father died 

Sturgess had to take on the family seedsman’s business which was then in debt. 

Sturgess was passionately fond of music, especially Shubert, Mozart and Beethoven, and an avid 

reader.   Blamire Young, Herald Art Critic, was a great admirer, and many of his supporters were 

distinguished collectors such as Lady Stonehaven, wife of the Governor-General.    She 

suggested he paint the view from the tower of Government  House, which he did, and this was 

purchased by the National Gallery of Victoria. 

In 1917 Sturgess married Meta Townshend, also a previous student at the Gallery, and they had 

one daughter, Elizabeth, who was subsequently a generous donor of his work. 

He died in Williamstown in 1932, only 40 years old. 

 

Editor further details can be found on   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reginald_Sturgess 
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South wind (woman and child by the sea) 

 

Reginald Ward Sturgess (Australian, 1890–1932)  River glade watercolor  30 x 39.5 cm.  
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Fishermen sorting their Nets signed 'R W STURGESS' (lower right) watercolour 27 x 42 cm. 

 

The Schooner 
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Early morning, Hobson's Bay ( 2yachts & dinghy) 

 

New Life Drawing Sessions 

Beginning from Friday 18th of August. will be holding Life drawing classes every Friday at 6pm - 

8pm. These classes will have a live model. The session is run by Mathew Duske. See the flyer on 

the next page. 
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Life Drawing Practice at DTAS 
Key Points of Information 

 

Fees:  

Members         $25 

Non-members $30 

 

What? Life Drawing – live model 

When? Beginning from Friday 18th of August. Sessions will be held every Friday at 6pm - 8pm.  

Where? Doncaster Templestowe Artist Society cnr of Doncaster Road and Council Street, Doncaster. 

Summary 

Join us at DTAS for self-guided Life Drawing practice. Develop and refine your understanding of 

the human figure alongside other artists. Sessions are open to all skill levels, be it beginner, 

intermediate or expert.  

Easel, drawing boards and basic drawing materials (charcoal and butcher paper) will be supplied 

but feel free to bring in your own drawing utensils. 

 

How to join in: 

The session is run by Mathew Duske. Call Mathew on 0409 756 602 or  matthewduske@outlook.com  if 
you have any queries. Bookings are available for 18, 25 August and 1,8,15 September. Bookings through 

Trybooking click below: 

https://www.trybooking.com/CKNCR 
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Term 3 enrolment forms can be downloaded – click here 

 

Dear fellow DTAS members and readers of our newsletter You are invited and encouraged to submit 

items to the newsletter. Let’s use this space to share our enthusiasms.  Send your input to: 

dtasartistssociety1@gmail.com  or reply to the email that delivered the newsletter or phone Chris on 0400 

043 313 or send content to his phone. 

I would love to get some input . . . . . Please ! ! ! 

Don’t forget members can also post examples of their work in the members gallery on the website. Use 

email address above 
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DTAS Membership                           New Member / Renewal Form 

Return to: The Membership Officer 

DTAS 
PO Box 600 
DONCASTER, VIC 3108 

New Membership/Renewal Fees: $50 single $65 family 

Please renew/accept my/our membership to the Doncaster Templestowe Artist’s 

Society for 2023. 

Name/s: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Address:   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .         Phone: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

                      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .        Mobile: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Email: 

I enclose my payment of $              being for new-member/renewing member for 

single/ family membership for 2023. 

Please mark Payment Method: Cheque / Direct Credit / EFTPOS / Credit Card 

Cheque - Please make cheque payable to DTAS; a receipt will be issued.) 

Direct Credit - Doncaster Templestowe Artists Society Inc 

Commonwealth Bank BSB 063 494 Account No. 10037684 

Please include name in reference details. 

EFTPOS or Credit Card - payment can be made at the Gallery on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays or Thursdays after 1:00 pm or by phone (0419518345). 

Please note - Class enrolments must be paid separately from Membership fees. 
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