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October 2023         

Presidents Message 
Our Spring Exhibition got into full swing on the 15th September. It was great to 
see your paintings making such a wonderful display. With many positive 
comments. 

Our  Open Day saw a full house including our Mayor  Deirdre Diamante.  Thank 
you to Fay Erwin for opening our Exhibition and Caroline Lewallen for being our 
judge. Congratulations to all who received an award. The Raffle was won by  
Dianne (mother of our judge) won the painting by Thel Cardwell. and Peoples’ 
Choice was won by Pam Tainsh for Quietude.  

It has been great to see visitors through our doors over the two weeks. 

Also a big thank you to our committee and members for all your help. To our 
sponsors who gave generously towards our Exhibition. 

Our patron Margaret Bland who has not been well of late adding sandwiches and 
cakes to our refreshments.  We wish her well. 
 
This year has flown by but we still have a couple of workshops to come this year 
so stay tuned.  Next one up is Linda Finch with her delightful pastels.  

Don’t forget our self help groups Tuesday and Saturdays come and join for 
the painting and socialising. 
 
Enjoy your painting 
Jean 
 

Featured Artist(s) of the Month 

• Spring Exhibition paintings left on show by owners. 

Workshops: Flyers for all the workshops can be downloaded from the website 
3. Linda Finch-     Pastel-            Saturday, 21st October- 1 pm to 5 pm 
4. Julian Bruere - Watercolour-   Sunday, 19th November- 1pm to 5 pm 
5. John Orlando Birt - Charcoal and Graphite - Sunday, 3rd December 1 pm to 5 pm 
6. Ben Winspear - Oils - Saturday, 24th February 2024 1pm to 5 pm  
 
Contact Pam Ziedas  for more information and to enrol on 0438 450 519 
  

Mob 0400 043 313 
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Spring Exhibition – Prize winners and commended works 
Caroline Lewallen gave a very detailed description of her reasons for the awards and was kind 

enough to send her notes. 

Best in Show - Pam Tainsh   #83 “Afternoon Merrijig 

I would like to congratulate Pam on her use 

of the Watercolour medium. She has used 

washes to suggest the undulating banks left 

and right of the waterway, but please notice 

the variation in warm and cool colours. The 

use of a dark textured foreground enables 

the viewer to skip straight into the painting 

and travel along the bright waterway to the 

mid ground tress and eventually to the soft 

background in blues and blue greens. 

Cows and a homestead give interest and a 

feeling of scale to the painting and we are kept in the painting by the sweep of the land and trees 

left and right. My eyes kept wandering up to the sky to that serendipitous dry sweep that gives a 

beautiful sense of light coming through the broken clouds. Congratulations Pam on this beautiful, 

enduring painting! 

 Best Pastel - Jean Hendy #37 “I am Watching You” 

What a lovely painting this is. Jean has cleverly used a very gentle, 

blended background that allows this kangaroo to sit forward in the 

composition. Even though we cannot see the body of the kangaroo 

the gesture of the head and upper body remind the viewer of the 

experience of seeing a kangaroo in the wild when they sit upright 

and stare before moving on. 

Kangaroos are not easy to paint, but Jean you have done well! 

 

 

Best Oil/Acrylic - Jan Wheeler # 100 “The Outgoing Man” 

This ‘Outgoing Man’ really does jump off the canvas. With the use 

of a predominantly yellow background Jan has successfully 

communicated a happy man, his shirt tells us that he is also 

energetic and perhaps fun to have around. She has down played 

the patterned shirt just enough that the viewer can stay focused on 

the face. Jan has been clever in her use of warm and cool colours 

across the face to suggest his contours. 

The model has a smile that is evident from the upturn of the mouth 

but his inner joy is also communicated in his eyes and that is not 

easy to do!!  Well observed Jan! 
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Best Watercolour - Christine Donaldson  

#22 “Kent Hotel Carlton” 

Christine has really bought this bustling scene to life. When first 

looked at this painting I could hear the noise of a busy city, 

people chatting and cars whizzing by. I commend Christine on 

the placement of the subject matter and her use of the 

watercolour medium. In this rather small painting Christine has 

used washes, dabs of colour and a variation of lines to move the 

viewer around the scene. She has also shown restraint in her 

mark making merely suggesting the detail that we know is there. 

Her use of the white paper hints at the planning 

that went into this successful painting. I must mention that 

beautiful passage of white that communicates the sun hitting the 

side of building, beautifully placed in the composition. 

A very well planned and painted entry. Well done Christine! 

Highly Commended - Janice Werbicky  

#94 “Kakadu National Park” 

Janice has used some interesting mark making 

to bring this rather still painting to life. I 

commend you on your bravery with this! 

This painting has an appealing sense of 

confidence about it, partially due to the 

confident drawing around some of the shapes 

such as the lily pads and the odd flower or two. 

Her drawing with the pastel is in contrast to 

using the side of the pastel to create gentle glazes of colour as in the background. Janice has 

developed an intriguing style that I am looking forward to seeing develop. 

Highly Commended - Pam Tainsh #85 “Quietude” 

This is a rather large painting that commands attention 

as one walks through the show. Pam has used lines 

and aerial perspective to pull the viewer past the tree 

mass on the left into the mid ground and then into the 

background of the painting - to explore the blue hills. 

I could feel myself being manipulated to look up into the 

sky, swirling around and then returning to the mid 

ground. 

Much of the success of this painting is due to the simple 

colour palette Pam has chosen and her manipulation of 

the greens to seamlessly meld into the blue sky. A very 

competent painting. Congratulations Pam! 
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Highly Commended - Jessie Ji  “Triumphant” 

Jessie I really want to encourage you to continue on your art journey. This painting 

makes me feel happy when I look at it. Isn’t that what we paint for? 

A sense of depth is achieved by the use of warm and cool colours. The cool pinks 

and greens contrast well with the warm pinks and greens to bring the warm shapes 

forward. 

Jessie has been bold in her use of thick paint which I commend. Please take time to 

observe the light hitting the flowers as she has confidently placed thick brush strokes 

of colour without detail or fuss. 

This painting is still but is full of personality, energy and movement. 

 

 Highly Commended - Geoff Williams # 10? “ Seeking 

Inspiration” 

I was intrigued by this sculpture and the story that might have 

inspired Geoff to create it. 

It is beautifully done with an uncomplicated design and a very 

smooth finish to the figures. The eye is drawn to it particularly as 

the white of the sculpture sits on a black organic looking base. But 

it is more than that as I believe humans to be drawn to the mother 

and child relationship which is depicted in this beautifully executed 

sculpture. 

Commended Prizes 

Sylvia Lloyd #52 “Warrnambool Beach Inlet” Oil  
 

Christine Donaldson #21 “France Raining Again”  
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W/C Moria Treacher #90 “Casper” 
 

Nan Salter #74 “Fresh Growth” 
 

 
Jenny Guest #31 “Quiet Morning on the Tambo” Wendy Harpman “Girl from Sienne” 

  
 

Caroline 

presenting the 

awards with 

Pam Ziedas 

looking on. 

 

 

The exhibition 

opening was 

bustling and well 

attended. There 

were 113 art 

works on display 

this year. 
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Life Drawing Practice at DTAS 
Key Points of Information 

Fees:  

Members         $20 

Non-members $25 

What?   Life Drawing – live model 

When?  Sessions will be held every Thursday at 6pm - 8pm. Resuming after the Spring Exhibition 

Where? Doncaster Templestowe Artist Society cnr of Doncaster Road and Council Street, Doncaster. 

Summary 

Join us at DTAS for self-guided Life Drawing practice. Develop and refine your understanding of 

the human figure alongside other artists. Sessions are open to all skill levels, be it beginner, 

intermediate or expert.  

Easel, drawing boards and basic drawing materials (charcoal and butcher paper) will be supplied 

but feel free to bring in your own drawing utensils. 

 

How to join in: The session is run by Matthew Duske. Call Matthew on 0409 756 602 or  

matthewduske@outlook.com  if you have any queries. Life drawing is a reiterative exercise, the 

more you do it, the more value you get from it. You build a body of work which becomes a record 

of your journey. 

Booking link: https://www.trybooking.com/CMBVJ 

Accepting walk-ins 

Cash and contactless payment options 

Click here for a guide to making the most of life drawing classes    
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Linda  Finch – Pastel Workshop  DTAS – Sat 21st October 1:00-5:00pm 
Linda is an award wining artist and teacher renowned for encouraging people to relax, have a go, 

and not be intimidated by the blank paper in front of them, is typical of her teaching style. 

  

 

Bring along what pastels you have and a couple of sheets of pastel paper either 

canson miteins or colourfix. I will bring my share set of pastels and some extra 

paper if people don’t have any. 

Bookings are essential: s.ziedas1@bigpond.com or phone Pam on 0438 450 519.   

$25 members / $30 non-members. 

This project is supported by Manningham Council’s Community Grants 

Program 

See Linda’s bio and art works on    

https://vicpastel.com.au/linda-finch/ 

Or on  

www.instagram.com/lindafinchartwork/ 
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Dear fellow DTAS members and readers of our newsletter You are invited and encouraged to submit 

items to the newsletter. Let’s use this space to share our enthusiasms.  Send your input to: 

dtasartistssociety1@gmail.com  or reply to the email that delivered the newsletter or phone Chris on 0400 

043 313 or send content to his phone. 

I would love to get some input . . . . . Please ! ! ! 

Don’t forget members can also post examples of their work in the members gallery on the website. Use 

email address above 
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DTAS Membership                           New Member / Renewal Form 

Return to: The Membership Officer 

DTAS 
PO Box 600 
DONCASTER, VIC 3108 

New Membership/Renewal Fees: $50 single $65 family 

Please renew/accept my/our membership to the Doncaster Templestowe Artist’s 

Society for 2023. 

Name/s: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Address:   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .         Phone: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

                      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .        Mobile: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Email: 

I enclose my payment of $              being for new-member/renewing member for 

single/ family membership for 2023. 

Please mark Payment Method: Cheque / Direct Credit / EFTPOS / Credit Card 

Cheque - Please make cheque payable to DTAS; a receipt will be issued.) 

Direct Credit - Doncaster Templestowe Artists Society Inc 

Commonwealth Bank BSB 063 494 Account No. 10037684 

Please include name in reference details. 

EFTPOS or Credit Card - payment can be made at the Gallery on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays or Thursdays after 1:00 pm or by phone (0419518345). 

Please note - Class enrolments must be paid separately from Membership fees. 
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